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156 The Sight

the world’s biggest riversland is located in the heart of the river
Brahmaputra and the Subansiri River. Tt was here that Sankardeva
and Madhavdeva had met mat for the first time at Duwahat, During
the post Sankardeve period Vamsigopaldeva had a famous
prosclytize of Brahma Samuty sect established a permanent satra at
Kuruwabart with a huge prayer hall in about 1634 A.D. Ahom
king joydhavaj Singha (1648-1663) wasinstrumental in establishing
three great Brahmiical Satras in Majuli namely Aunniati satra,
Garmur satra ,Jakhalabandaha satra and Dakinpat satra. Later a
good number Satras have been established in Majuli. Even today a
good number satra have been found scattered in diffeient places of
Majuli, the total nuniber of which is difficult to say as many of
themare found running in the name alone yet. Kamalabari, Garamur,
Auniati, Dakinpat, Bhugpur Samuguri Satras area still standing
with glamour reflecting the Sankari cultre.

The very purpose of a desire by Sankardeva and his displaces
was (o bring the people of all castes, creeds and races under a
common roof for congregation’s prayer and their socio-cultural
and cconomic up-liftmen. Sankardeva and his followers succeeded
i their mission, Now what we call the Assamese culture can be
regarded as the result of the efforts of the Satras institution. So,
tar as ecconomic side in concerned, small scale industry like pottery,
blacksmith, bamboo canc to large scale industry like tourist
industry may be attributed to the institution of satra. 3ut at present
several social-ceonomie problems have been working behind in
minimizing the importance of saira day to day.
METHODOLOGY:

This paper is utthzed both peimary and secondary sources,
The primary sources are collected from Satras institutions, and
the sceondary sotrees are finding out by some books, journals,
Research aruicles, materials and othier refevant source like the
mternet which will consulted for the same.
PROBLEMS OF SATRAS:

Although. several works have alrcady been completed o,
the Neo-Vatsnaviem and Satra mstitution ot Majuli veta ven

C 55)

Ihe Signt

v econOIMIc
' ard Jmber of 8¢ cial and cconut
littie has been done regarding a num N

¢ . eneial probloms calt Dk
pmblcms faced b)‘ satra. Some LIULMI il
enumeraled as foltows:
Social problems: o
(1) Gradual declination of number of sisyas
problems of the satras. "
() Spread of Christianity especially among the triba

i : ¢ Satras of Majuh
is another social problem faced by the Satras ol May |
: he Satras

is the maln >0t

popul;nu 1

(¢) Defacement 1s another social problem faccd by t
Economic problemis: . N

Since the last few decades the Satras ol Majuli hay ¢ l‘w..gn
facing economic erisis duc to the severalcasons. ‘t\‘omc ol them
(a) Flood probiem {b) Defacement (¢} Lack of government
assistance (d) Deplorable communication (¢) Decreasing amaont
of revenue (celigious tax) fiom the Sisyas ‘

The ceclesiastical ordet of the Satras 1s mstrument for the
development ol feudal clements in the society \rx'hL:rc the
principle of equality fails to the work propcrly.‘ It is ftor this
reason that the propel ol lower social order refuse 10 ch the
sisyas of a Satras. Besides the tax, to be paid by sisyas 1s not
bearable for the ceonomically backward people and in that
situation while Clristianity offers them cconomic assistance.
thev naturally show inclination to accept Christianity.

. So, far 'as the cconomic problems are concerncd ﬂuod..
and crosion, stands in first, in the cconomic development ol
the Satras of Majuli. Due to devastating and recurrent flood
and crosion the arca of Sairas has been gradually reducing
and sometimes satras have heen over flooded. Government
assistance is also miscrably poor so as to make the Satras
ecoromically sound. Morcover, poor wmmumftalu.m system,
deplorable condition or roads and transports of M‘«uuh {slilll(i
are instrumental in the cconomic degradation of the Satrads
of Majuli. Scveral Satras have been running in namne alone

Ny A )
and a few have been shifted 1o other places.
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